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Lebanon Opportunities

Suite de la page 20

ELCIM wilt help SMES to improve quality

TRAINING SESSIONS

A team of 14 Lebanese and European
experts will be ready to provide SMEs
with financial and technieal assistance.
ELOIM offers SMEs a wide range of free
and co-financed services in order to
help manufacturers enhance quality,
management and ‘market knowledge.
“This is achieved through in-house

SERVICES TO SMEs
" ACTION CATEGORIES
= Sirategic Business Assessment.
w improvement in Production.
w Quality Managentient and Quality Assurance
a Marketing support.
» Reorganization of companies.
n Supporiing Export Activities.
m Joint Venture Activities.
= Traiging.
w Seminars/Workshops.
w Upgrade of Financial Statement.
m Feasibifity Study,
w Facititate Access to Financing Sources.
= Others.

training and specialized training for
groups and companies,” said Habher, By
arganizing these $essions, BLCIM will be
shle to help manufacturers to expand
domestic sales' by improving their
marketing skills and this will certainly
lead to more profits for the SME in question.
BLOIM wili also agsist manufacturers in
elaborating Tinancial feasibility studies
through seminars and workshops. Thie
will help manufacturers to gain access to
meditm and long-term loans. “Employees
at ELCIM have already started working on
this and in the past three months they
have made contact with as many as 60
companies,” said Renault. “A total of 530
enterprises will be helped by ELCIM,” said
Haber. 170 enterprises will benefit from
technical assistance and 360 enterprises
from financial assistance. ELCIM is co-
financed by the Furopean Commission
through the Integraled SME Support
Program (18SP}, with & budget of 17
millien euro. ELOIM’s share of the ISSP
budget is nearly & million eurs.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO APPLY?

The application forms are to be
submitted to The Industrial Research
Inshitute (BRI and the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry. ELCIM is located
at the IRI which has heen eperating for 50
years. The institute offers a wide range of
consultancy services, laboratory analyses
and environmental services. Any privately
owned. industrial SME, with a minimum
of five registered employees is eligible
to apply for financialand technical
asgistance. The enterprise should have
been operating for at least two years and
be a member of the Chamber of
(Commerce. A valid financial statement
covering the last 3 years of operation is
also sessential.  Applications will be
examined and evaluated by ELCIM. Once
compliance is verified a business diagnosis
will take place. The diagnosis will identify
the company’s needs. Haber expects 600
applications to be submitted. The total
amount for reguested services per
company must net exceed 30,600
eurs on gverage.

A PERMANENT CENTER

“In 2007 when the European source of
funding is spent, ELCIM will become 2
permanent centér providing continuing
assistance :and business advice to SMEs,”
said Haber. The center should then
provide its own financial resources.”
In the coming month ELCIM's future plan
is to be discussed,” said Haber ELOIM
wag  initiated in 2001 by the
government in  order to improve
SME manufacturing enterprises. Due
10 the encouraging results of the first
phase 2001-2004 a second phase
which is now underway offers an
opportunity  to manufacturers, on
two different levels, mainly export
and production. Fer those in the industry,
ELCIM  offers a ray of hope,
in the way of continuing support
to address challenges facing the
industrial sector.

Reported by Dona Challita
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